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Peripheral Instinct
Like bone, 
I thought as we drifted 
out to the lone point & I saw 
matchstick birch limbs 
lying endsoaked along rock walls.
Through late August haze 
they appeared velvet branches 
shed by some stag, or 
the quills of a pale-
winged tern, left 
behind 
when she mounted 
on balmy current: all of these
relics of abandonment, 
just as the two of us paddled out 
cast together in this 
experiment in buoyancy, 
but susceptible to parting
like the horizon cleaves 
its lake & sky.
